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 FOREWORD 
 
The present volume is a selection of 29 peer reviewed papers, first presented at the 
23
rd
 International Symposium on Theoretical and Applied Linguistics (ISTAL 23) that 
was held in Thessaloniki, from March 31 to April 2, 2017.  
 
ISTAL 23 attracted more than 150 speakers from over 20 countries as well as a big 
and varied audience. It included over 100 paper presentations from many 
subdisciplines of Linguistics, of which five were plenary talks by invited speakers. 
ISTAL 23 provided a successful balance between papers on Theoretical and papers on 
Applied Linguistics. Along with the general session, four workshops were organized, 
offering thematically unified sessions in various domains of linguistic research: 
“Historical Language Contact in English and beyond”, organized by Nikolaos Lavidas 
and Alexander Bergs; “Morpho-syntactic isoglosses in Indo-European: Diachrony, 
typology and linguistic areas”, organized by Artemij Keidan, Leonid Kulikov and 
Nikolaos Lavidas, “The Centre for Foreign Language Teaching: Promoting 
multilingualism in a monolingual university”, organized by Marina Mattheoudakis, 
and “Linguistic and cognitive deficits in developmental and acquired language 
disorders”, organized by Eleni Peristeri.  
 
The papers in the present volume represent diverse subfields of Linguistics, and 
mainly focus on English and Greek; they simultaneously demonstrate an important 
part of the linguistic research that is being conducted in Greece. The volume is 
organized in two parts. Part I contains contributions by three of our invited speakers. 
Artemis Alexiadou examines the mismatches between the meaning and form of 
plurality and, accordingly, the question of whether plural is the same category across 
languages and within a language. Dan Dediu investigates cross-linguistic diversity 
from the point of view of factors external to language itself, which differ between 
groups of speakers and to which language adapts. This point is exemplified through 
variation in the anatomy of the vocal tract, resulting in phonetic and phonological 
biases that may eventually be amplified on a community-wide basis. Fanny Meunier 
reviews some of the research data and methods used to track development in Second 
Language Acquisition studies, and shows how mixed-methods approaches can be 
implemented on the acquisition of L2s in immersive and non-immersive settings. Part 
II comprises 29 selected papers that were presented at ISTAL 23, including some of 
the papers presented at the workshops.  
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We would like to express our sincere thanks to:  
 all scholars who presented their work at ISTAL 23 and contributed to a 
rewarding and successful meeting. 
 all authors who chose the current volume to present the results of their 
research.  
 our invited speakers, who accepted our invitation to deliver plenary talks 
based on their recent research: Artemis Alexiadou, Jóhanna Barðdal, Outi Bat-
El, Dan Dediu, and Fanny Meunier. 
 the organizers of the four special thematic events mentioned above.  
 the scholars who were involved in the reviewing process of the papers, for 
donating their time and expertise to help make the volume a success. 
 the other two members of the organizing committee: Marina Mattheoudakis 
and Katerina Nicolaidis for valuable help. 
 the members of the Department of Theoretical and Applied Linguistics at the 
School of English for their support and assistance, and, especially, our 
technician, Tasos Paschalis for organizing all technical aspects of the 
Symposium and its website.  
 
Special thanks go to our sponsors: the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, the 
Goethe-Institut Thessaloniki, the Greek Applied Linguistics Association, the Research 
Committee and the Faculty of Education of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, 
as well as the Monochromia print house. Last but not least, a very warm word of 
thanks goes to our student volunteers whose vital cooperation and hard work is most 
appreciated. 
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